APPENDIX TO  CHAPTER  XXI

A zigid "constitution must not be confounded with a written con-
stitution. The Australian and South ,Africaji Constitutions are both
written; but the one is rigid and the other elastic. The Australian
Constitution cannot be changed by the Commonwealth parliament, but
only by a referendum taken under certain conditions, i.e. by a special
organ of government to be called into action for that purpose and for
no other. It follows that the law courts will invalidate an Act of
the Commonwealth parliament which purports to alter the constitu-
tion. The South African Constitution can be changed by the Union
parliament, and the validity of its acts cannot be questioned in
courts of law. It is needful to say this, because in several criticisms
of the foregoing chapter it has been assumed that an Imperial Con-
stitution, if written, must also be rigid. The South African Constitu-
tion disproves that assumption. It is not within the power of law-
givers to give the Dominions representation in the Imperial Govern-
ment without framing and passing a law which willa in fact, be a
written constitution. To decide whether that law can afterwards be
changed, either by the Imperial Parliament itself, or only by some
special machinery distinct from that Parliament, is entirely within
their power. The arguments in favour of either course will be fully
discussed in the last volume of The Commonwealth'of Nations.
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